- Pianists improvise live
- music for old movies

By Craic D. LINDSEY
STAFF WRITER

Y t's that time of year again, when Lapra Boyes
welcomes one of her out-of-state kinfolk into
_her home. '

The film curator for the N.C. Museum of Art

_ will have her brother David Drazin as a guest this

weekend. And he is a very special guest, for to-

night, he will once again offer his services as a
pianist to the museum. Ja

It goes like this: Drazin, 52, is what is known as
a silent film photoplay pianist. He is also a mu-
sician, known for playing blues and jazz and play-
ing piano at a ballet school during the day. But
the man is mostly known for adding live, impro-
vised accompaniment to old, silent movies.
Drazin, who lives in Evanston, Ill., does most
of his celluloid piano-playing in Chicago. (Ac-
cording to Chicago Magazine, which recently

named him one of the 29 people who make films

What: “The Man
Who Laughs” with
David Drazin on .
piano

When: 8 p.m. today

Where: N.C. Museum

of Art, 2110 Blue
Ridge Road

- Admission: $5
($3.50 students,
museum, Cinema -
Inc. and Galaxy Cine-
-ma members)

Details: 839-6262;

ncartmuseum.org/
events/films.shtml

o

happen in the Windy
City, he improvises as

_many as 12 live scores
~a month at the Gene
~ Siskel Film Centerand

other venues). He’s
been coming to Ra-

leigh for the past eight
or nine years to help
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his older sisteroutand

tickle the ivorieswhen

she needs music for a

~ film she’s playing.

Tonight, he’ll add

- accompaniment to the

1928 film “The Man
Who Laughs,” star-

ring Conrad Veidt as a

royal heir with a horri-

. downhere) . B
- Drazin doesn’t mind coming to the Tar Heel

~ What: "The Sonof  bly disfigured face —
the Sheik” with Da-  (think The Joker). -~
vid Drazin on piano  Boyes, who calls the
When: 2:30 and 7:30  soundtrack to the film
p.m.Saturday =~ “a horrible, sentimen-
Where: The Sunrise  tal, really terrible ac-
- Theater, 250 NW  companiment,” ne;ec}-
~ Broad Street, South-  ed some fresh music if
~ernPines this was going to play
Admission: $10 in her auditorium.
(matinee), $15 (eve- Enter David.
ning), $8 (students) ~ Davids a | very
Details: 910-692- ©  agreeable person, you
3611; www.sunrisethea-  Know,” Boyes says. -
~ “If1ask him to play

- something, he’s al-

e - wayshappytodoit. T
try not to be bossy, you know. As an older sister,
it'’s hard to avoid sometimes,” she says, starting
to crack up..“I try not to be.” -
Playing the museum isn’t his only gig in North
Carolina this weekend. He'll do on-the-spot scor--

_ ing for two screenings of “The Son of the Sheik,”
starring Rudolph Valentino, on Saturday at the

Sunrise Theatér in Southern Pines. (The Sunrise
folk piggy-back with

- State and entertaining moviegoers, considering
- he’s been doing his type of performing since he

was a senior in high school, when he played mu-

sic during silent films screened by his old-time
radio club. ‘ ’

“One time, at a library,” Drazin recalls in a

phone interview, “ they were showing ‘The Mark

- of Zorro,” and there was a piano right next to the

screen. So, I just asked if it would be all right if I
tried to play. And since they weren’t going to use
records or anything, they said, ‘OK, go ahead.
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Tryit)”

- Since he began playing for si-
lent films professionally in the
mid-'80s, Drazin has provided
music for the biggies of the silent

-era: Keaton, Fairbanks, Pickford,

Lang, Hart. When he has seen
the movie in advance, he knows
what he’s going to play. When he
hasn’t seen the movie, he just
wings it. Either way, Drazin is a
man who can play nonstop, off
the top of the dome, for hours. He
was called on to add piano to
“Les Vampires,” a 10-part serial
from 1915, “And I played for that
in one day,” he remembers. “It’s

like 9 % hours hours.” He also

play ed. 4 Y5 hours straight for out-
takes from “iQue viva México!,” a

Sergei Eisenstein film he never
finished. .

While taking on gigs like this

‘could be seen as draining, even

insane, Drazin takes particular
glee in noticing how much audi- -
ences dig it. “Well, the feeling I
get is that when people see it,

they’re sort of, in a way, shocked

that they like it as much as they

do. It's like, in a way, they’re

starved to see something like
that, because if it isn’t shown,
how do you know that it exists?”



